The early ability of this infant to express its wants might also be explained by a painful fact in its mother's history, as she distinctly remembers that when eighteen months old she was burnt on the neck by a red hot cinder which flew out of the fire between the bars of a nursery guard, and that she was unable to speak sufficiently to explain what was hurting her: for it seems probable that a young child's nervous impression is no momentary phenomenon that appears and disappears, but rather a fact which leaves behind it a lasting result, something added to previous experience and modifying it; and that the newlyattuned type of nervous mechanism may be ever afterwards transmitted by inheritance as the true ancestral type.
A curious example of this was believed to be traced in the infant under observation. At eighteen months it was shown some gaily-dressed ugly wooden dolls, with shapeless noses and inane features, but such as delight the hearts of most children. At the sight of them it set up a shriek of agonised terror, and it was several days before its trembling-and horror at the mere sight of the room where it had seen them could be quite overcome, and it induced to enter it. It was remembered that from the time the infant was very young it had manifested a fear and horror of its most cherished dolls the moment that they were in any way damaged or mutilated, which was in striking contrast to its fearlessness with animals. Its Wyma.
